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W  a  t  e  r     Q  u  a  l  i  t  y     D  a  t  a 
 

What does this chart mean? 
 MCLG -  Maximum Contaminant Level Goal, or the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to 

health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.  
 MCL - Maximum Contaminant Level, or the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as 

feasible using the best available treatment technology. To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated constituents, a 
person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance of having the described 
health effect. 

 MRDL: Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level or MRDL: The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence 
that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for the control of microbial contaminants. 

 MRDLG: Maximum residual disinfectant level goal.  The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to 
health.  MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. 

 AL - Action Level, or the concentration of a contaminant which, when exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system 
must follow. 

 Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) – explained as a relation to time and money as one part per million corresponds to one minute 
in two years or a single penny in $10,000. 

 Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - explained as a relation to time and money as one part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 
years, or a single penny in $10,000,000.  

 Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) - nephelometric turbidity unit is a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable 
to the average person. 

 TT - Treatment Technique, or a required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water. 
 

Contaminant Violation 
Yes/No 

Level 
Detected 

Range of 
Detections 

Date of 
Sample 

Unit 
Measurement 

MCLG MCL Likely Source of 
Contamination 

Total Coliform 
Bacteria 

No 0  2009  0 presence of 
coliform 

bacteria in 5% 
of monthly 
samples 

 

Naturally present in the 
environment 

Turbidity1 No 0.27  2009 NTU n/a TT Soil runoff 

Copper* No 90th%= 
0.38 

 2008 ppm 1.3 AL=1.3 Corrosion of household 
plumbing systems; erosion 
of natural deposits; leaching 
from wood preservatives 

Fluoride No 1.0 0.88-1.0 2009 ppm 4 4 Erosion of natural deposits; 
water additive which 
promotes strong teeth; 
discharge from fertilizer and 
aluminum factories 

Lead* No 90th%= 
1.5 

 2008 ppb 0 AL=15 Corrosion of household 
plumbing systems, erosion 
of natural deposits 

Nitrate (as Nitrogen) No 1.0  2009 ppm 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer use; 
leaching from septic tanks, 
sewage; erosion of natural 
deposits 

Sodium No 7.9  2009 ppm N/A N/A Erosion of natural deposits; 
used in water treatment 

TTHM 

[Total 
trihalomethanes] 

No 31.4 avg. 6.0-31.8 2009 ppb n/a 80 By-product of drinking water 
chlorination 

Haloacetic Acids 
(HAA5) 

No 18.25 
avg. 

<1.0-8.0 2009 ppb N/A 60 By-product of drinking water 
disinfection. 

Total Organic 
Carbon2 

No   2009 ppm TT TT Naturally present in the 
environment. 

Contaminant Violation 
Yes/No 

Level 
Found 

Range of 
Detections 

Date of 
Sample 

Unit 
Measurement 

MRDL
G 

MRDL Likely Source of 
Contamination 

Chlorine No 1.75 avg. 1.3-2.2 2009 ppm 4 4 Water additive used to 
control microbes. 

*During the most recent round of Lead and Copper testing, 0 out of 30 households sampled contained concentrations exceeding the action level.  
 
1100% of our samples were below the turbidity limit.  
2We have met all treatment technique requirements for Total Organic Carbon removal. 
 
Other information:   
Cryptosporidium is a microbial parasite which is found in surface water throughout the U.S.  Although Cryptosproidium can be removed by filtration, the 
most commonly used filtration methods cannot guarantee 100% removal.  Monitoring of source water from Morristown Utility Systems indicated the 
presence of cryptosporidium in 1 of 24 samples tested.  No Cryptosporidium were detected in finished water samples.  Symptoms of infection 
include nausea, diarrhea and abdomianl cramps.  Most healthy people are able to overcome the disease within a few weeks.  However, immuno-
compromised people have more difficulty and are at a greater risk of developing severe, life threatening illness.  Immuno-compromised people are 
encouraged to consult their doctor regarding appropriate precautions to prevent infection.  For more information on Cryptosporidium, call the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4791. 


